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Resumen

La presente investigacion es un estudio descriptivo sobre las mujeres encontradas
pertenecientes a la cohorte de trabajadoras en cultivos de flores de la Sabana de Bogota,
estudiadas por el Grupo de Sanidad del Ambiente del Instituto Nacional de Salud hace
20 anos.

Se obtuvo infoermacion nueva de las mujeres que se lograron ubicar; se describieron las
caracteristicas generales de dicha poblacion; se determiné |la similitud entre la poblacion
encontrada y la no encontrada y se establecié la frecuencia y tipo de cancer desarrollado
en las mujeres. Se encontraron 1.218 (23,1%) mujeres del total de mujeres estudiadas
en la cohorte inicial, con un promedio de edad de 44,5 afios y un tiempo total de trabajo
en cultivos de flores de 15 afnos en promedio, siendo |las actividades que ocupan el mayor
numero de personas, las identificadas como de alta exposicién a plaguicidas.

Follow-up of a group of women working in floriculiure on the Sabana de Bogota

The present document is a descriptive study of women found working in floriculture on the
Sabana de Bogota (the flat plain surrounding Bogota), who had been studied by the Instituto
Nacicnal de Salud’s Environmental Sanitation group for 20 years.

New information has been obtained about the women, the said population’s general
characteristics are described, the similarity between the population encountered and not
encountered was determined and the frequency and type of cancer which develops in
women was established. The study covered 1,218 (23.1%) women from the total of
women studied in the initial cohort, with an average of 44.5 years of age and an average of
15 years working full-time in flower growing, the activity which occupies the greatest
number of people in this area, the women having been identified as being at very high risk
of exposure to pesticides.

Significant statistical differences were found in some variables when comparing the
population of women encountered with that of the women not encountered. The levels of
cancer found in the sample, are much lower than those reported by the Population
Cancer Register (Registro Poblacional de Cancer) in Cali; the proportion of pesticides
used in this activity is high and extremely toxic.

! Laboratorio de Salud Ambiental, Instituto Nacional de Salud.
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